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Dr. Robert Mecham is the Alumni Endowed Professor of Cell Biology and 

Physiology at Washington University School of Medicine.  He holds joint 

appointments at the professorial level in Medicine, Pediatrics, and 

Bioengineering.  He received his Bachelor of Science degree in Biology at the 

University of Utah in 1973 where he developed an interest in the extracellular 

matrix proteins that contribute to vascular function.  He continued these 

studies during his graduate work at Boston University School of Medicine 

where he earned a Ph.D. in Biochemistry in 1977.  Dr. Mecham was recruited 

to Washington University in 1977 in the Pulmonary Division, Department of 

Medicine, where his research focused on the underlying causes of emphysema 

and pulmonary hypertension.  After a sabbatical at the National Institutes of 

Health as a Visiting Scientist, Dr. Mecham moved to the Department of Cell 

Biology and Physiology at Washington University where his laboratory 

continues to study extracellular matrix structure and assembly. 

 

Dr. Mecham has authored over 250 scientific papers and has edited 13 books.  

He was the first president of the American Society for Matrix Biology and has 

two honorary degrees from universities in Europe. He is a fellow of the 

American Association for the Advancement of Science and has served on 

editorial boards of major scientific journals. He has held numerous national 

and international scientific leadership positions and has served on important 

review and policy committees at all levels. 


